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Tally of Hong Kong Permanent Exhibition Venues (2013-2018)

An exhibition is the occasion where artworks and the audience meet. The quantity and mode of operation of
exhibition venues more or less reflect the actuality of art creation and exchange, and the trend of art media
choices. Notwithstanding art forms come before exhibition venues; the latter’s availability and management
have direct bearings on how artworks are circulated, hence the livelihood of artists. Hong Kong Visual

Arts Yearbook has been compiling yearly tally of exhibition venues, among which data of 2013 to 2018 is
graphically presented in this section to show the change of venue count. For the ease of comparison, exhibition

venues are categorized by their nature:

1. Commercial art space: Profit-making galleries under the investment of local and overseas capital. Exhibitions
are in general open to the public free-of-charge. Artworks on display are for commercial transactions.

2. Alternative art space: Operated by artists, non-profit-making art groups or charity organizations; financially
supported by government grants, or self-funding. Exhibitions are in general open to the public free-of-
charge.

3. Cultural institute: Operated by governmental departments, large-scale local and overseas cultural institutes,
cultural arms of foreign diplomacies, foundations, and others. Exhibitions are in general open to the public

free-of-charge.

The data presentation in this section starts with 2013 for the consideration of the following incidents, which

directly influenced the demand and supply of exhibition venues:

e 2013 was the inaugural iteration of Art Basel Hong Kong, bringing on critical changes to Hong Kong’s
art transaction ecology and the citizen’s perception of what makes “the arts;”

e The revitalization of Central police married quarters completed, hence the opening of “PMQ” positioned
as arts and creative hub. Artists were invited to hire studios which were open to the public;

e Yellow Duck by Netherlands artist Florentijn Hofman was on display over Victoria Harbor on the
invitation of Harbour City, a shopping mall. The “artwork” attracted a very high number of citizen-
spectators;

e After an extended period of planning, Hong Kong Arts Development Council launched the first “ADC
Artspace,” located at Wong Chuk Hang. Visual artists were invited to make tenancy applications. The

space started operation within the year.

There was a rapid increase in the quantity of commercial art space in 2016 but the number fell in the following
year. Data shows that besides new spaces, the addition included “annex” affiliated with operating art galleries,
presumably under short-term tenancy agreements or re-purposed from existing units. Some shops of which the
main business was sales held exhibitions in 2016, access free to the public. These shops were therefore tallied
as “exhibition venues.” Since 2016 new players joined the alternative art space category. As many of them only

operated for two to three years, their addition or removal leveled out the total of the category.

This section is intended as a graphical presentation of primary data for further researches. All data has been
compiled by the Yearbook team and does not constitute the absolute universe of exhibition venues in Hong

Kong. Please contact the editorial team for comments and corrections.
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Section 1: Annual distribution by category
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Section 2: Year-on-year change by category
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